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MODIS OCEANS Developers Telecon
January 25, 2001

Attendance: Kay Kilpatrick, Sue Walsh, Ron VVogel, Mark Dowell, Kevin Turpie, Mike
Ondrusek, Bob Woodward.

1.

QL Aggregation — It was suggested that it is a bad practice to include any
information that could not be considered geophysical data in the aggregated
products. Kevin suggested that lowest quality could be excluded from the
mapped products. Kay said that this would be easy change to the binning rules
and added that the binning rules can be as restrictive as we want.

The subject of the number of quality levels came up. Sue and Kay indicated that
there is a plan to include one addition bit for each QL, giving a total of 8 possible
levels. This is slated for the next major improvement delivery in perhaps late
spring.

It was brought up that the SDS arrays in each binned product are padded (~10%
or more). Sue explained that the SDS size is estimated before writing to the file
and to remove the excess would require a second pass through the data and thus
more processing time. Therefore, users must use the global attribute for the total
number of bins to extract that actual data from each SDS. No improvement on
this was apparent.

As of Dec 20, 2000, PGE51 began processing only a very small number of bins.
If was found that the number of bins in SST with QL =0 had dropped from
several million to several thousand. Kay said that she and Sue would look into
the problem, however they added that there were no changes to QL computation
and that the change in QL was purely from instrument changes. Bob would
provide information on which code changes were made at what time (already
done).

It was noted that the QL map metadata did not indicate the sharing of QL bits
between two chlorophyll products. Sue said she would change the metadata to
reflect the appropriate association.

It was suggested that the known problems page was too busy. Kay suggested that
Ron make a simple list of problems and correction dates with links to the known
problems page for more detailed information.



